
Animal  
Welfare  
Policies and Performance



Introduction
Welfare: Freedom from thirst, hunger. Freedom 
from discomfort and exposure. Freedom from pain, 
injury and disease.
Our aim is to constantly drive and improve standards for animal welfare, covering 
every stage of an animal’s life. Shelter, protection, veterinary treatment, sufficient 
space and comfort, unrestricted access to food and water are all vitally important.

Our dedicated team of agricultural specialists work in partnership with all of our 
contract producers to ensure stress free, healthy and happy animals who are 
treated humanely through all aspects of their life. 



At Noble Foods, animal 
welfare is at the cornerstone 
of everything we do.  
With our happy egg co. 
brand, we aim to lead 
the way in animal welfare 
standards.

Animal 
Welfare



Research

As part of our ongoing commitment to 
animal welfare, we are involved in a number 
of research projects, which aim to increase 
both knowledge and awareness in this area. 
One example study is in conjunction with 
the School of Veterinary Sciences at Bristol 
University, who are investigating ways to 
enhance the well-being of laying hens on 
farms.

A free range enrichment project carried 
out jointly with the Farm Animal Institute 
at Oxford and one of our trading partners, 
is looking further into the welfare benefits 
of providing range canopy cover. There is 
an increasing body of scientific evidence, 
to which we are contributing, which shows 
that free range flocks which range well, 
have better welfare indicators. We already 
take part in extensive range enrichment; 
planting trees provides shade and 
protection for hens and encourages birds 
to range, which supports local wildlife and 
increases biodiversity. To date, we have 
planted approximately 690,000 trees across 
a variety of sites.

We were active members of the Beak 
Trimming Action Group (BTAG) which 
include the government, academics and the 
industry. It involved seeking a mitigating 
strategy to avoid the need for Infra-red 
treatment of beaks. Our company farms 
supported both Bristol University and SURC 
College trials on non-beak trimmed hens.

RSPCA Assured

We are represented on the ‘RSPCA’s pullet 
standards technical advisory group’ which 
advises on welfare standards for pullets 
(laying hens) – for more information visit 
https://www.rspcaassured.org.uk/. 

Memberships

We have joint membership with one of our 
customers of the European Animal Welfare 
Platform, which promotes best practice on 
key animal welfare topics.

We are also members of the ‘British Poultry 
Council.’

To date, we have planted 
approximately 690,000 trees at  

a variety of sites

 
the happy egg co.

We have a team of experienced fieldsmen 
who visit every happy egg co. farm, to  
make sure that our high standards are 
being rigorously maintained. Although we 
are hen experts, we’re always happy to 
learn new ways to improve what we do  
and share this with all of our farmers.  
You can find out more at  
www.thehappyegg.co.uk.

We’re therefore proud that the happy egg 
co. received the leading industry accolade 
‘The Good Egg Award’ from Compassion 
in World Farming. This recognises our 
commitment to delivering high welfare 
standards for all of our hens across all 
of our happy egg co. farms. Indeed, the 
happy egg co. goes above and beyond free 
range standards to provide hens with wide 
outdoor spaces, apparatus and a varied 
terrain.

BBFAW

The Business Benchmark on Farm Animal 
Welfare (www.bbfaw.com) publishes the 
results of its evaluation of how the food 
industry is managing and reporting on 
farm animal welfare. We were delighted to 
be ranked within the top tier and classed 
as one of the  industry leading companies 
surveyed. If you have any questions or 
would like to know more, please contact us.
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Cage Free 2025

Noble Foods have committed to be 
cage free by 2025 across its supply 
chain. Noble Foods have partnered 
with ‘Vencomatic’ to convert one of its 
farm poultry sheds into a multi-tiered 
barn unit. A new rearing system has 
also been designed, featuring multi-
levels and high perching areas, with 
the objective of easing the transition 
to the farm for optimum bird 
development.

The barn will provide the opportunity 
to showcase and share learnings on 
the high-welfare barn system with 
our partners, allowing an informed 
decision on the future of value eggs.

Work on the barn conversion was 
completed at the end of October 2019 
and houses 96,000 birds. This is a 
major step in our commitment to be 
a cage-free business by 2025 and, we 
hope, lead to long term partnerships 
to support a full scale roll-out. Already 
our commitment has had significant 
impact on the hens supplying us, 
reducing birds in colony production by 
over 35%.

Recognition of our efforts in driving 
leading animal welfare barn standards 
was rewarded in 2020 when we were 
presented with our second Good Egg 
Award from CIWF.

Partnerships

To develop industry knowledge and understanding, the happy egg co. sponsored a PHD student to have an 
in depth look at the design specification and management of premium housing for laying hens.

This has ultimately enabled us to develop management techniques and systems of production, that will 
further enhance animal welfare across all of our production sites.

As well as our own farming base, we work in close partnership with our retail customers. Using our  
extensive knowledge and experience, we help them address any industry and welfare challenges they’re 
facing. In this way, we’re able to improve welfare standards across the whole laying-hen sector and the  
wider agricultural industry.

Our work with the Beak Trimming Action Group (BTAG) which included the government, academics and 
the wider industry. Our company farms supported both Bristol University and SURC College trials on non-
beak trimmed hens. We are now active members of the Laying Hen Welfare Forum (LHWF), which has been 
formed to push forward with the recommendations from the initial studies. We’re also leading additional 
research into new industry challenges, such as keel bone damage, feather retention and antibiotic usage. 

The LHWF has recently sent its 2nd biannual report to the Minister of Agriculture, outlining the industry’s 
progress on the reduction of injurious feather pecking and reliance on the practice of beak tipping. You can 
find further information at https://lhwf.co.uk/.

We have partnered with NTU and are currently supporting a PHD research and development project 
assessing and improving skeletal development in laying hens.

Working in conjunction with one of our retail customers we have placed an number of trial white bird flocks 
across our farming base. These birds, which lay white eggs, are more productive but tend to be more docile 
so can be more easily managed with in-tacked beaks. Findings from these trials will help us understand the 
impacts on welfare but also the consumers response to white eggs on the supermarket shelf.  

Dairy Cows

While laying hens are at the heart of our business, we also care about the cows that give us the milk for our 
egg products. We know that our customers care about these things, so we only use ingredients produced to 
the highest welfare standards in our products. That’s why we only partner with UK suppliers who source milk 
from British farms certified by the Red Tractor assurance scheme (https://assurance.redtractor.org.uk). In 
addition to regular assurance audits, our experienced farm liaison officers are always on hand to offer help 
and advice, to ensure that standards are continually monitored and maintained.
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Noble Foods takes farm animal health and 
welfare very seriously and is committed to 
delivering leading standards. 
This policy has been prepared to ensure producers 
and suppliers adopt and implement the highest 
standards of farm animal health and welfare 
across our supply chains at all stages of the 
animal’s life – on farm, during transportation and 
at the place of slaughter.

Poultry
Animal Welfare Policy 
2020



 An operating system that defines welfare procedures and responsibilities 
and which ensures that all the appropriate welfare legislation and codes of 
practice are complied with. The system must include the maintenance of 
proper records for the purposes of due diligence.

 Appropriate welfare training will be given to all company staff involved in 
Livestock operations to ensure the highest standards of animal husbandry 
are practised.

 Sub-contractors will be required to demonstrate that appropriate welfare 
training has been provided for any personnel working on behalf of Noble 
Foods Limited.

Proper systems for assessing and auditing welfare will be implemented as 
appropriate to each particular livestock operation.

 Veterinary supervision of the company’s flocks will be provided by the 
company’s veterinary consultant, including regular monitoring of their 
health status.

 A proper system for the logging, analysing and assessment of welfare 
problems and for taking appropriate corrective action. Specifically a 
minimum of two farm animal welfare assessment per annum measuring 
welfare outcomes including feather scoring, mortality and culls.

 We will not use genetically engineered or cloned livestock.

Interventions to minimise stress to livestock are to be used in house, and in 
the case of Free Range and Organic flocks, externally on range. It is company 
policy to aim to move away from routine Infra-red beak treatment as soon 
as is practicable.

Poultry in all systems of production will be supplied with species specific 
enrichment. Enrichments will be managed to ensure that birds have access 
to them at all times.

At no stage in the life cycle of the hen will the use of growth promoters  
be permitted.

Any usage of antibiotics will be recorded on farm, and will be reported by 
the issuing veterinarian to the company’s veterinary consultant.  
Any antibiotics used will only be by way of prescription, used specifically 
for the purposes for which they are prescribed in response to a health 
challenge. Prophylactic use is strictly forbidden.

Responsibility for animal welfare rests with every individual who comes 
into contact with livestock. For each company livestock operation, 
however, there will be a designated manager who is given overall 
responsibility for the animal welfare of that operation.

All birds shall be rendered insensible to pain pre-slaughter. It is company 
policy that this process be by way of exposure to non-aversive inert gas 
(Nitrogen), ensuring that birds are not live handled once loaded at farm 
and repeat or back up stunning is not required.

Our policy is to avoid the transport of live birds for more than 8 hours 
to slaughter wherever possible. However, with the geographic profile 
of our farm portfolio, combined with the essential need to manage the 
slaughter process in the most responsible manner on our own site, it will 
occasionally mean that we will transport live birds for up to 12 hours.

We will report internally key welfare outcome measures and performance 
indicators on a monthly basis, with the aim of driving annual 
improvement therein. These measures include, but are not limited to:

Responsibility for all the company’s Animal Welfare Policies rests  
with the Group Technical Director in conjunction with the company’s 
Farms Director, Agricultural Director and Head of Agriculture – Retail 
(Consumer Foods).
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Section 1
COMPANY OPERATIONS

ALL COMPANY OPERATIONS INVOLVED WITH ALL LIVESTOCK WILL 
MEET THE FOLLOWING MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:

a. Cumulative mortality 
b. Feather cover 
c. Length of life cycle 

d. Productivity 
e. Transit time to slaughter
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Section 2
CONTRACT PRODUCERS

1.  The primary responsibility for animal welfare on 
contract producing farms rests with the producer 
and his staff. However producers contractually 
agree to maintain farm standards, level of animal 
welfare and comply with all legislative, industry, 
retail and brand standards. The same systems 
for assessing & auditing animal welfare will be 
applied to these farms as for company owned 
farms.

2 .  The company will operate a team of field support 
personnel to assist contract producers in all 
areas of their operations, including animal 
welfare.

3 .  The company will operate a team of farm 
auditors to ensure that animal welfare standards 
are maintained.

NON-COMPLIANCE

In the event of any non-compliance to our animal 
welfare policy, Noble Foods and where necessary 
Contract Producers will go through a process of 
consultation, veterinary supervision, stakeholder 
communication in order to rectify the  
non-compliance.



The trended data we gather and our welfare 
outcome measures (WOM's) are a set of 
quantifiable measurements  we use to gauge our 
overall long-term performance. They specifically 
enable us to set targets, guide our strategic plan 
and bench mark farm performance within our own 
supply chain and the wider industry.

Poultry
Animal Welfare Trend Data 
2017-2021



Since 2015 100% of our birds have been subject to 
pre-slaughter stunning (including special breeds, 
ducks and quails). No birds within our supply-chain 
are subject to repeat or back up stunning, as 100% 
of the birds are stunned as part of the process 
of using either single or multi phase controlled 
atmosphere gassing systems.

Poultry

Our Targets
Noble Foods have a long history of driving 
industry leading welfare standards. 
Setting clear measurable animal welfare targets 
allows us to deliver strategic change both within  
our own supply chain but also the wider industry.

Animal Welfare Trend Data 2017-2021

Extending colony life cycle

Reducing the number of birds in confinement

Extending free range life cycle

Reducing travel time to slaughter

Improving feather cover scores

Reducing reliance on Infra-red beak trimming

87 

weeks 
by 2025

100% 

of birds to travel  
less than 12 hours 

by 2030

100% 

of birds to be free  
from confinement 

by 2025

100% 

non-treated 
beaks 

by 2030

78 

weeks 
by 2025

0.7 

average feather 
cover score 

by 2025

Our commitment to being cage free by 2025 has 
now reduced the number of birds in our colony 
production by over 35%.

100% of the poultry in our supply chain are  
supplied with species specific enrichments.
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Bird Supply Base

A summary of our bird supply base from 2017-
2021 is shown adjacent. (Note that ‘Speciality’ are 
all Free Range).

We had been seeing an improvement in the 
number of laying hens free from confinement of 
5% year on year but this slowed, showing no % 
increase in 2017, + 1.5% in 2018 and +1.9% in 2019, 
mainly driven by fluctuations in total bird numbers 
rather than a reduction in colony production. In 
real terms since 2017 the total number of birds 
in colony production has reduced from 4.3m to 
2.63m. A fall of over 35%. The expected reduction 
in 2020 was impacted by the unprecedented 
demand for colony egg driven by Covid-19. Since 
the easing of restrictions we have been able to 
move forward with our cage free transition with 
the number of birds in our supply chain free from 
confinemnent up to 72.2%, an icrease of 5%  
this year.

100% of our duck and quail supply base are free 
from confinement, kept in bespoke low stocking 
density, high welfare, free to roam and free to fly 
systems of production.

Colony

2018

6.3m 
56.8%

6.4m 
58.2%

6.4m 
58.2%

6.57m 
58.3%

4.3m 
38.7%

4.1m 
37.2%

4.1m 
37.2%

3.7m 
32.8%

260k 
2.3%

247k 
2.2%

2019

2020

2017

OrganicBarn Speciality (including duck and quail)Free Range

62.8%
laying hens 
free from 

confinement

64.7%
laying hens 
free from 

confinement

62%
laying hens 
free from 

confinement

67.2%
laying hens 
free from 

confinement

97.8k 
1%

341k 
4%

490k 
5%

5.93m 
62%

2.63m 
28%

2021

72.2%
laying hens 
free from 

confinement



12+ hours 

Average Depletion

Average depletion ages from 2017-2021

Beak Trimming

Average Travel time to slaughter

Amount of time spent in transit 2017-2021

Colony 0-4 hours4-8 hoursFree Range 8-12 hours Barn Duck Quail
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% of laying hens are non beak trimmed  
(free from routine mutilations)

2020

Both colony and free range life cycles continue to increase year on year.  
Since 2017 Colony has increased by 6.69 weeks (46 days) and Free range by 3 weeks 
(21 days). We expect the upward trend to continue in both systems of production with 
free range slowing as we achieve our target of 78 weeks by 2025. Improvements in the 
breeds are being capitalised on in both colony and our free range producers with genetic 
companies looking at longevity of lay as their main target to drive further efficiencies.

Transit times are dependent on the distribution of our supply base 
across the UK at any given time but we have targeted reduction by 
transporting during quite periods (overnight). This has now resulted 
in over 99% of all transit times to be less than 12 hours with 37.4% 
spending 4 hours or less in transit. 100% of ducks and quail travel less 
than 4 hours to slaughter.

76.0
80.4 81.5

84.5

75 76.4
81.2

40.2

73.4 74.4 75.5
80.1
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5.51% of our laying hens are non beak 
trimmed (free from routine mutilations). 
We will reduce the reliance on Infra-red 
beak trimming though a combination 
of management techniques, genetic 
improvement via our partner suppliers and 
breed selection. Our target is to move away 
from beak trimming completely by 2030 and 
are developing a road map to achieve this 
including the start of on farm trials.
(Note: 100% of our ducks and quail are 
non beak trimmed (free from routine 
mutilations).

2.0% 2.2% 2.6% 4.06%
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Outcome measures 
and performance 
indicators
Good performance can be related 
directly to high animal welfare and farm 
standards. At Noble Foods we visit all 
our producers on a regular basis to give 
technical advice and support in all areas 
of farm management. During these 
visits we gather crucial information 
relating to bird behaviour, health and 
welfare as well as productivity. This 
allows us to track changes in breed 
performance and behaviour, identify 
best practice which we can then 
disseminate out across the whole 
supply base, assisting all our farmers to 
improve both welfare and performance.



Average eggs per bird

Average egg/bird from 2017-2021

Average cumulative mortality

Average cumulative mortality 2017-2021
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In 2018 we saw a significant increase of 50 eggs/bird in colony over the year, again 
driven by the extended life cycles with a slight reduction of 2 eggs/bird in free 
range. Previously year on year the numbers had only fluctuated by around 2-4 
eggs/bird but again we expected the trend to be upward as free range producers 
started to increase laying cycles. 
On the back of the 2018 55 eggs/bird increase, in 2019 we saw colony production 
reduce by 4 eggs/bird mainly due to a number of poor performing flocks. Free 
range performance went from strength to strength, increasing by 17 egg/bird 
mainly driven by extended life cycles. 2020 saw some significant increases in eggs 
per bird performance figures in free range, driven mainly by the increase in flock 
cycle length (2.5 weeks). Colony remained relatively static. Increases again have 
leveled off in 2021 and in some cases dropped back slightly. Our free range flocks 
now contain a higher number of Organic and Specialty breed birds that have a 
much lower average egg yield. (Org - 311, Spec -209)
Due to relatively low numbers and the traditional breeding and production 
method we are not expecting to see any changes in the performance of our duck 
and quail.

In 2018 the increase in mortality figures in colony of 5.41% were driven mainly 
by health issues on 2 large colony sites but the increased length of flock cycles 
had a significant impact. Free range mortality was reduced slightly (0.55%). In 
2019 average mortality figures reduced: colony by 3.26% and free range by 
0.89%. These are promising figures as the increase in flock cycle length will have 
significant impact. 2020 saw a 4% increase in average colony mortality figures, 
driven in part by similar flock health issues experienced in 2018 but mainly the 
significant increase in flock cycle length (3 weeks). Free range remained relatively 
static despite the extended cycles.Mortality in 2021, very much like egg number’s, 
has remained fairly static driven again by the slow down in the increase in flock 
cycle length.
Again, given the small numbers of duck and quail change in overall mortality 
figures is unlikely. 
We have now started to record mortality at a set point (70wks) which will allow  
us to better monitor and benchmark without the complication of differing 
depletion ages.
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0.99

1.06

Average feather cover score at end of lay Average keel bone assessment scores

Keel bone damage recording commenced during mid 2015, the data presented is from 2016-2020.

Poultry
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In general we see comparable scores year on 
year with only a slight movement. In 2018 we 
saw an increase of 0.23 head and neck and 0.19% 
back and vent, and in 2019 we saw a reduction 
of 0.24, head and neck and 0.17, back and vent. 
In 2020 we saw significant reduction, which was 
promising against the backdrop of longer laying 
cycles. Changes in general diet formulation with 
increased fibre levels are thought to be positively 
impacting this.

2021 has seen poorer feather cover in general 
(+ 0.11 head and neck, + 0.16 tail and vent). The 
Avian Influenza compulsory housing order which 
was put in place during the winter months did 
have a negative impact on flocks that had already 
become accustomed to being out on ranges.

In 2017 we saw a general reduction in keel bone damage in both colony (7%) and free range (3.8%).
We saw a slight increase in keel bone damage in both colony and free range in 2018 (3.5% colony 
and 2.9% free range) and 2019 (0.1% colony and 3.2% free range). We expected to see some 
increase for 2020 as again keel bone damage will have a direct correlation to laying cycle length as 
well as the move to more free range aviary production systems. New RSPCA Assured requirements 
for all flocks to have at least 8cm per bird of perch space that are now in place in England, seem to 
have had a positive affect.

Unfortunately due to Covid-19 restrictions we have not been able to collect keel bone data for  
2021 reporting.
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0.87

0.42

0.83

Average antibiotic usage

Antibiotic recording commenced during  
mid-2014 with data displayed from 2017. The 
data below is calculated as a % of live days 
medicated (calculation = (birds treated x days 
treated) / (total birds x days) x 100).

Poultry Animal Welfare Trend Data 2017-2021

2017-2018 2018-20192016-2017 2019-2020 RUMA target (1%)

Over the last 4 years antibiotic usage has 
remained relatively static with the exception of 
colony in 2017-18 due to significant flock issues. 
Antibiotic usage within the Noble Food supply 
base and wider national flock remains low and 
well within the RUMA target of 1% average 
treatment days. 
 
RUMA website - https://www.ruma.org.uk/ 
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Introduction
We are committed to working with our farming partners across all 
species to improve the health and welfare of farmed animals, as well as 
addressing environmental and ethical issues within the supply chain.
All of our supplying farms are certified to Red Tractor Standard, and along 
with our farming partners our aim is to improve animal welfare through the 
monitoring of herd health and husbandry. Through regular meetings with key 
suppliers we actively monitor industry issues and assist in driving best practice 
and improved farming methods. 
A Livestock Health Plan to proactively manage and improve health and welfare 
of dairy cows must be established and implemented by all farmers supplying 
Noble Foods. As part of this, records of animal health and performance 
must be maintained and reviewed regularly and an annual herd health and 
performance review must be undertaken by a veterinary practitioner. Key 
herd health indicators and welfare outcome measures (WOM’s) that we review 
and which are monitored within the Red Tractor scheme are:
• Lameness
• Mastitis
• Culling rate (and reasons)
• Involuntary culls (excluding TB reactors)
• Calf mortality (0 – 24hrs and 24hrs to 42 days) 
All suppliers must notify us of any audit failures or compliance issues and 
proven or investigated breaches in legislation or welfare standards. Once 
notified we review on a case by case basis and put into place, with our 
suppliers, an appropriate management action plan.
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We never purchase dairy products on the open 
market and all of the milk and cream we source for 

use in our product range is 100% British



Responsibility

The primary responsibility for animal welfare on 
contract producing farms rests with the producer 
and his staff. However, responsibility for all the 
company’s Animal Welfare Policies rests with the 
Group Technical Director in conjunction with the 
company’s Agricultural Directors - Group, Producer 
and Company Farms.

Disbudding and Castration

We understand there may be a need to castrate 
young bull calves and remove horn buds from 
some calves (disbud), for their safety and that of 
the stock person. All procedures must be carried 
out by competent operators who must follow the 
requirements of the Code of Recommendations 
for the Welfare of Livestock - Cattle, which define 
age limits and suitable methods; anaesthetic must 
always be used when disbudding. We encourage 
early intervention for these tasks and the use of 
pain relief in line with vet recommendations, to 
minimise discomfort and pain.

Training

All staff within our supply farms, full and part time 
and including family members, must be fully trained 
and competent to carry out their daily activities. Our 
partners provide technical advice and workshops to 
farmers, to ensure that they remain compliant and 
animal welfare is safeguarded at all times.
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Antibiotics

We recognise the link between irresponsible use 
of antimicrobial medicine and the increase in 
antibiotic resistance. Our focus is on preventing the 
need for antimicrobial intervention, by improving 
the overall health status on our supplying farms. 
As a general principle we do not permit the routine 
prophylactic use of antimicrobials but we do 
recognise, as indicated in the RUMA guidelines, 
that controlled intervention may be required on a 
clinically-assessed risk basis to prevent the outbreak 
and spread of disease and to safeguard animal 
welfare. Medicine records must provide an annual 
collation of total antibiotic used either by a vet from 
prescription data or completed by a farmer from 
medicine records. An annual review of antibiotics 
used must be undertaken by a vet. For farm to 
farm sales, animals under statutory withdrawal 
periods for medicines must be accompanied by a 
withdrawal period declaration.

CCTV

All of our abattoirs have CCTV at critical welfare 
points such as at unloading, lairage, stun and 
slaughter to ensure our welfare standards are met 
and good welfare is maintained.

Pre-slaughter Stunning

100% of all the dairy cattle within our supply 
chain are pre-slaughter stunned. All abattoirs 
and processing plants used by our suppliers are 
required to work to the standards laid down by  
the Humane Slaughter Association in their Codes  
of Practice.
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100%
of dairy cattle within our 

supply chain are free from...

Genetic 
Engineering
100% of all the dairy cattle within 
the Noble Foods supply chain are 
not genetically modified or cloned. 
Animal Cloning is an assisted 
reproductive technology that 
allows farmers to replicate their 
best animals. We do not permit 
the use of genetically modified 
animals, either through genetic 
engineering or cloning.

Growth 
Promoters
100% of the dairy cattle within 
our supply chain are free from 
any form of growth promoting 
substances. The use of artificial 
substances specifically to promote 
abnormal muscle growth or higher 
yields is not allowed in the Noble 
Foods supply chain.

Routine 
Mutilations
100% of the dairy cows in our 
supply base are free from tail 
docking. Tail docking is not 
permitted in England, Scotland 
and Wales and is governed 
by The Mutilations (Permitted 
Procedures) (England) Regulations 
2007 (similar in Scotland and 
Wales).

Tethering
100% of the dairy cows supplying 
Noble Foods are free from 
tethering. 



Animal Welfare Data 2018-2020
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Tethering and housing measures

Transport times

Distribution of distance for livestock  
transported to markets (miles).

Loose housed 
and cubicles Cubicles only Loose housed only Cubicles with  

slatted passage
Loose housed, cubicles 
with slatted passage Tethers

2018

355 243

27

333

2019

356 243

29

3

89.6% of supplying farmers 
ensure their herds have over 

150 day’s access to grazing

2020

358 241

30

2

Grazing

Graphs showing current distribution of 
supplying herds by number of days graze.

93.3% of our supplying herds graze for more than  
2 months per annum.

Under 50 miles 51-125 miles Over 125 miles

Under 150 daysNone 150-180 days Over 180 days
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We ensure our supply base keep live animal 
transportation to a minimum and avoid 
unnecessary long distance travel.
100% of all dairy cows and calves supplying Noble 
Foods are transported within the 8 hour specified 
limit prior to slaughter or sale. 93% of all livestock 
travel less than 50 miles going to an auction  
or market.

43.4%42.2%

8.5%
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4%
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0%
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Heard health and welfare monitoring

In order to give an overall idea of herd health and milk quality somatic 
cell counts (SCC) are constantly monitored across all the supplying farms. 
Somatic cell counts are simply a measure of the number of cells in the 
milk; the higher the somatic cell count the greater the chance that the 
cow is suffering from mastitis. Uninfected cows often have a milk SCC of 
<100 000/ml, and almost always have a SCC <200 000. The same applies 
to bulk milk SCC - on average, the higher SCC the higher the proportion 
of infected cows in the milking herd. With good mastitis control, the bulk 
milk SCC should be below 200 000.

Our average Somatic Cell count across the whole supply base is  
171,000/ml. After remaining relatively static we saw a slight increase  
in 2020. The main driver being the move to more therapeutic treatment 
methods for mastitis now being adopted to reduce the reliance  
on antibiotics. 

2021 has seen the average reduce back down to levels experienced in 
2018 - 2019.
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Other useful links - Dairy UK - https://www.milk.co.uk/
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For further information 
please visit  
www.noblefoods.co.uk


